
Message for the Solemnity of the Ascension 

When we think of the Paschal Mystery, we typically refer to our Lord’s passion, death and 

resurrection.  And while this is true, it is the ascension that completes our Lord’s exultation as 

He return to the Father.  There, seated at the right hand of God, Jesus intercedes for us and reigns 

with all power and authority.   

There is apprehension among the apostles.  The resurrection overcame the sadness of the 

crucifixion, but they are not ready to so quickly lose Jesus again.  The reality that they need to 

understand is that they are not abandoned, they are not left alone.   

First, their unity with Jesus remains.  When Jesus took on our humanity in the incarnation, He 

never really left His Father.  Their unity in love transcended any distance.  Jesus revealed the 

Father constantly and perfectly because they were always one.  As Jesus ascends into heaven His 

love for us continues to transcend any distance.  Though His visible presence is gone, He 

remains in the sacraments.  Through them He offers people of faith a share in His own divine 

life.  Through them He offers His forgiveness, mercy and healing.  Through them He unites 

Himself to us and transforms us as Church into His Body, a renewed visible presence of Jesus in 

the world. 

This total transformation in our humanity and who can be in Christ is only possible because of 

Jesus’ ascension into heaven.  Jesus’ resurrection from the dead won our salvation and 

redemption.  But in the ascension Jesus exalts all of humanity, transforming what we were into 

what we can be in Jesus, as adopted children of God. 

And in returning to the Father, Jesus sets up the gift of the Holy Spirit.  In Him we are given a 

new Advocate to guide us on our journey of faith so that where the Son has gone, we all can go.  

The Holy Spirit will remind the faithful of all that Jesus taught, immersing them continually in 

the truth of God’s Word.  And the Holy Spirit provides the grace and strength that we need to 

move through the struggles of life, reminding us always of the hope that we have because of 

what lies beyond.  Our true home is with the Lord and after this sojourn, we will be one with 

Him forever. 

But as await the completion of our journey, the Ascension is also our commissioning.  Our 

journey on earth is to be a journey with Jesus that leads us to the fullness of life in heaven.  And 

in this journey we are to share the gift of the Spirit.  As he reminds us of all that Christ has done 

for us, we are to continue that gift in the love, mercy, compassion and peace we offer to other in 

lives of service.  The Holy Spirit is the keeper of Jesus’ memory and as He dwells in us, He 

imparts the words of Jesus on our lips and the love of Jesus into our hearts.   

As we continue our shelter-in-place – hopefully soon to be relaxed – we our longing for the 

Lord.  Our separation from the sacraments is a true separation from what is perhaps the most 

tangible reminder of Jesus’ constant presence with us.  But while we are limited, God is not.  He 

is utilizing countless ways to be present to us and renewing us daily to go forth and be His 

witnesses in the world. 



May we, as believers, recommit to living in and sharing Jesus’ saving mission.  Whether in our 

families, in our places of school or work, or in our greater community Jesus is inviting us to be 

the Body of Christ, to be His witnesses in the world.  And through it all, we can be confident in 

the strength and the support of the Holy Spirit at every turn.  We are not abandoned, rather we 

are lifted to new heights, witnessing to the enduring presence and love of God. 

Blessings to you all! 

Fr. Robert 

 

Chapel Open for Limited Visits 
 

I am happy to announce that Bishop Brennan has given permission for our chapel to be open on a 

limited basis.  Because of the need to regularly clean and sanitize, it will only be open Monday 

through Friday from 7:00 am – 7:00 pm.  In order to help in providing a safe environment that is 

available to all, please adhere to the following rules: 

 Wash your hands or use hand sanitizer before and after visiting the chapel 

 Maintain a minimum 6 feet social distance from non-family members 

 Please keep visits short to allow everyone an opportunity to spend time with our Lord 

 Please avoid touching furniture or any objects unless absolutely necessary 

 Wearing of face masks is highly recommended 

 

 

Send in Your Intercessions 

All are invited to send your particular petitions on a card or slip of paper and we will place them 

at the foot of the altar to be joined with the sacrifice of the Mass. 


