
Message for Palm Sunday  

Our Lenten journey now moves into Holy Week, the most solemn time of the year.  We 

unfortunately remain separated from one another and the sacraments as we continue to shelter-

in-place.  But perhaps this experience will help us to enter into an even more meaningful, albeit 

unconventional, Holy Week. 

Holy Week begins with the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem with shouts of “Hosanna to 

the Son of David.”  But very quickly the fickleness of the people will turn to acts of betrayal, a 

failure to be attentive to prayer, a scattering in fear and shouts of “Crucify Him.” 

In the midst of shelter-in-place many have experienced various struggles and suffering.  We 

certainly have all experienced isolation in some form or fashion.  Lack of contact can bring 

feelings of rejection, disconnect, misunderstanding and more.  These are all feelings that Jesus 

would have experienced.   

Jesus experienced great “sorrow and distress” as he prayed alone in the garden of Gethsemane, 

the apostles unable to stay awake.  He experienced the betrayal of Judas with a kiss.  He 

experienced loneliness when the apostles fled as Jesus was arrested, and isolation as even Peter 

denies Him three times.  He experienced the rejection of the people that just days before praised 

Him.  And what journey could have been harder than carrying His cross up the hill of Calvary 

after being scourged nearly to death?     

Our readings on this Palm Sunday Passion of the Lord allow us to enter into these Holy Days 

with a sense of awe and wonder at the love and mercy of God portrayed through Jesus’ humble 

obedience “to the point of death, even death on a cross.”  Jesus truly is the suffering servant 

depicted in the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.   

The reading of the Passion always invokes a sense of sorrow for our sins.  It can bring tears to 

our eyes as we recognize that our actions are part of the source of the mocking, beating and 

hardship experienced by the servant of the God, by our Lord Jesus. Yet the suffering servant has 

hope.  And the God who is His help is our help as well.  The God who sent His Son even while 

we were still lost to sin that we might be free continues to call us to freedom today. 

At the terrifying events of the death of Jesus the centurion recognized who Jesus is: “Truly, this 

is the Son of God!”  As we enter into this Palm Sunday and the events of the Holy Week may we 

walk humbly with our Lord.  May we recognize that our experiences of isolation are not the end, 

but part of a journey to a better reality.  This is true for this current hardship of Covid-19.  It is 

even more true in the countless ways God calls us every day to new life, to new hope.   

Let us be open to these many graces and, as a people of hope, daily “confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

 

 

 



Some additional items… 

 

Live Streaming and Taping of OLPH Mass 

In addition to the Masses available through KNXT Channel 49, EWTN and other sources the 

parish will be attempting to both live stream and post taped recordings of the Triduum liturgies.  

If this is successful I hope to continue the process for Sunday Masses until we resume normalcy.  

The Triduum schedule we be slightly altered in the hope of getting the recordings posted quickly. 

Recordings will be posted to the OLPH Facebook page, hopefully within an hour of completing 

the recording.  Live streaming will begin on Facebook at: 

Thursday April 9
th

 at 6:00 pm – Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

Friday April 10
th

 at 12:00 noon – Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 

Saturday, April 11
th

 at 7:30 pm – Mass of Vigil 

 

The Chapel 

I regret to inform you that though many of you have been enjoying short visits to the chapel and 

you are all doing a good job of maintaining a healthy social distancing, this practice has come to 

an end.  The Diocese has sent a clear statement that all churches and chapels are to remain 

closed.  I apologize for this hardship.  Know that I continue to lift you all up in my daily Mass 

and that no matter where you are the Lord is always close at hand and attentive to our prayers. 

 

Reconciliation 

Many have expressed the struggle of not having the Sacrament of Reconciliation available.  

Unfortunately this will continue for the foreseeable future.  Normal confessions do not allow for 

social distancing.  Further, confession can only be done in person.  The Church strictly forbids 

confession over the phone or other electronic medium.   

The Sacraments are so important to us because they are the specific means that God has given to 

the Church for the dispensation of God’s amazing and infinite grace.  But while the Church is 

limited to the Sacraments, God is never limited.  He readily dispenses His love and mercy freely 

to those open to them.  Until you are able to once again experience the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation, I encourage you to make regular good and sincere acts of contrition.  As we trust 

in the love and mercy of God, we know that He would never deny his children His good gifts 

when we are limited by not fault of our own.  Below I offer a few examples. 

 

 



Act of Contrition 

An Act of contrition is any prayer that both expresses our sorrow for sin and a desire to amend 

our life and do better in the future.  Here are three different versions that are commonly used. 

O my God, I am heartily sorry for having offended Thee, and I detest all my sins because of Thy 

just punishments, but most of all because they offend Thee, my God, Who art all-good and 

deserving of all my love. I firmly resolve, with the help of Thy grace, to sin no more and to avoid 

the near occasions of sin. 

OR 

My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. In choosing to do wrong and failing to do 

good, I have sinned against you whom I should love above all things. I firmly intend, with your 

help, to do penance, to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. Our Savior Jesus 

Christ suffered and died for us. In his name, my God, have mercy. 

OR 

O my God, I am sorry for my sins because I have offended you. I know I should love you above 

all things. Help me to do penance, to do better, and to avoid anything that might lead me to sin. 

Amen. 

 

Veneration of the Cross 

One of the devotional highlights for many on Good Friday is to attend a Celebration of the 

Lord’s Passion and venerating the cross of our Lord.  Though we cannot gather as a 

congregation, everyone can still venerate the cross while they shelter-in-place at home.  On Good 

Friday any cross or crucifix can represent the cross of Christ and be venerated.  I encourage 

families to do this together on Good Friday. 

One suggestion is that it can be done as part of praying the Stations of the Cross or after 

watching a televised Celebration of the Lord’s Passion. 

 

Resources for the Family 

Hopefully you all received the Easter letter which included some Resources for the Family.  

Included are a spiritual communion, mass & devotional information, and instruction to access 

Formed and the Magnificat online.  This resource sheet can also be found in the “News” section 

of the parish website, http://olphclovis.org.  Several other resources and documents are also 

located in the “News” section of the website. 

 

http://olphclovis.org/

