
Message for Divine Mercy Sunday  

Mercy has been described as offering forgiveness when one deserves punishment.  Certainly 

God’s mercy is all this and more.  This Sunday, the end of the Octave of Easter, is Divine Mercy 

Sunday.  It celebrates the message of God’s mercy revealed to St. Faustina.  Reflecting upon the 

mercy of God we are reminded of how much God loves us.  He invites us to come to Him and 

seek the healing power of His mercy.  God’s love and mercy are truly healing.  His mercy is 

greater than our sins.  And it is a gift freely given if we but turn to God and seek Him and His 

gift of mercy.   

Our challenge is to ask for His mercy, to let it flow through us as we share the gift of mercy in 

our lives and trust that God is always present to us, offering His help and love. 

This message flows from the Paschal Mystery of Jesus; His passion, death, and resurrection that 

we celebrate with greater fervor in this Easter season.  Jesus showed His love for us all the way 

to the cross.  His sacrifice frees us from sin and death as we are healed in His merciful offering.  

And we are lifted up to new life, new hope, and new possibilities through the power of His 

resurrection. 

We see this truth of God’s Divine Mercy witnessed in our readings this Sunday.  In Acts of the 

Apostles we hear of the early Church community.  It is an ideal community in how they are 

reflecting the love of Jesus in their care for others.  They still have struggles and persecutions.  

We will see later in Acts that differences and conflict will at times interrupt this perfect 

community.  Nonetheless, it witnesses to the power of the Spirit in the lives of the faithful.  Open 

to the mercy of God, the early Church was experienced God’s love as gift and passed it forward 

in a similar manner.  We all can recognize the challenge of living this depth of generosity, but a 

key to doing so is recognizing and intentionally embracing the infinite love and mercy of God 

available to us; allowing its healing power to penetrate and move us forward. 

In his letter, Peter testifies to the great mercy of God that offers us new life in Jesus.  God could 

rightly punish us for our many sins and failures.  But instead, God forgives and lifts us up.  

Further, He lifts us up not merely to where we were, but to the very height of sharing in His own 

life.  Peter, the one who abandoned Jesus in the garden and denied Him three times in the 

courtyard is not merely forgiven but gifted through the Spirit to be far more than what he could 

have ever been before.  The same possibility can be ours if we trust God and more fully follow 

Him. 

And in the gospel Jesus offers peace and reconciliation.  These men who deserted Jesus in His 

hour and presently are hiding in fear are not condemned but renewed in mercy, grace, and the 

gift of the Spirit.  And a week later Thomas is not chastised for his lack of faith but rather is 

granted the opportunity to accept all that had previously passed him by.   

We all continue to struggle with shelter-in-place.  Perhaps the challenges of the situation have 

made our fuses a bit short and our frustration more ready to display itself.  We are reminded that 

God both understands our weakness and has the answer for it.  Turning to God, admitting our 

struggles and limitations.  Placing our trust every more squarely in God.  And then allowing the 



healing mercy of God to move us forward.  Yes, it sounds a bit idealistic, but as our first reading 

demonstrated, with the mercy and love of God, all things are possible! 

Blessings to you all! 

Fr. Robert 

 

Live Streaming and Taped Mass in the Easter Season 

As long as we must continue our sheltering-in-place, we plan on live streaming the Vigil Mass at 

5:30 pm every Saturday on Facebook.  The Mass will also be posted on Facebook to be watched 

throughout the day on Sunday.  A link to this taped version can be found on our website, 

www.olphclovis.org.   

I’d like to offer my sincere gratitude to Kyle Lowe for his assistance in taping and posting these 

Masses to Facebook.  Kyle offers a true professionalism and it has been a joy to work with him.    

Additional live and taped Masses will also be available on KNXT Channel 49 and EWTN 

according to their normal schedules. 

 

http://www.olphclovis.org/

